Frequently Asked Questions by Program of Study
A.A.S. Degree in Business

Question #1: What job will I be able to obtain once I earn this degree?
Answer #1: In business getting a job depends on a number of factors. The degree will give you an advantage in some respects over those competing for a business-related position who do not have a business degree. However, your interviewing skills, résumé, job knowledge, work experience, and other pertinent factors will ultimately determine whether or not you are able to secure the job you desire. Once you obtain a job, your performance will determine your progression in your career.

Question #2: Which math course would be more beneficial for me to take as a business major?
Answer #2: You may find that MATH 1530 is more applicable to business than MATH 1010, MATH 1130, or MATH 1630.

Question #3: What is a technical elective?
Answer #3: A technical elective is typically a business-related course with a rubric of BUSN, ECON, FIN, or LOGI that is not required for your degree concentration. It can also be a cooperative education course, which is a work experience that can be substituted for technical elective courses with the prior approval of the student’s academic advisor. The Career Services Office will provide the correct course numbers for cooperative education courses. Other non-business courses can be taken as technical electives when they are closely related to the student’s business career as determined and approved by the student’s academic advisor.  An example would be an entrepreneurship concentration student who is opening a restaurant taking a culinary course.

Question #4: Which Social Science elective would you recommend?
Answer #4: Business A.A.S. degrees require students to take either ECON 2010 or ECON 2020 as the Social Science elective. Students who desire can take a second three-hour ECON course as a technical elective if it is not required for their concentration.

Question #5:  What is the difference between an AA, AS, and AAS degree and does it matter which degree I get?

Answer #5:  There is a great difference between these degrees and it is critically important that students are in the correct degree for their academic and career aspirations.  Short answer:
a. [bookmark: _GoBack] AA and AS degrees are transfer path degrees for students graduating from NSCC then transferring to a college or university to pursue a BA, BS, or advanced degrees.
b. AAS degrees are for students who want the information and coursework for their academic major and then will apply it in their current job or their employment after graduation.  Please note that there are public and private colleges and universities that have articulation agreements with NSCC to accept the AAS in Business Degree and all or specific courses for their degree program courses.  Contact Business faculty for clarification.

Question #6:  How do I get credit for my work experience?  
Answer #6: Work experience credit can be granted by completing a standard test for a specific course(s) or by completing a PLA credit request.  According to NSCC policy a student can receive a maximum of ten (10) semester hours of work experience credit.  Please contact business program faculty or the Dean of Business and Applied Arts to request a PLA packet.

