
Nashville State Community College 

Business, Management and Hospitality Division 
(Business) 

ENTR 2200 Business Plan Fundamentals 

Spring 2021 Course Syllabus 

Course Zoom Information 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82249461944?pwd=dTRHSnpGL3FCWWVIK0dDNytwNlJ1dz09 

Meeting ID: 822 4946 1944 
Passcode: 489731 

Course Information  

Course Title: ENTR 2200 – Business Plan Fundamentals  
Credits: 3  
Class Hours: 3  

Course Description  
An introduction to business planning. Students will assess business strengths and weaknesses; 

collect and organize market data; develop product, marketing, management, financial, and 

operating plans; and craft a final business plan. 

Instructor Information 

Name: Cliff Rockstead, Assistant Professor 
Email: cliff.rockstead@nscc.edu 
Cell Phone: 615.403.0581 
Fall Semester: Virtual Home Office 
NSCC Office Phone: 615.353.3403 
NSCC Office Location: Main campus, Clement Building, Room C-232H 
 

Instructor’s Personal Zoom Room 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5208971988  

Meeting ID: 520 897 1988  

Office Hours: Spring Semester 2021 – Due to Covid faculty do not have scheduled office hours 
on campus. I do have virtual office hours.  See below and the Office Hours module under 
Content in this course. 

Mondays: Virtual Home Office - - - 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM and 2:00 - 6:00 PM 
Tuesdays: Virtual Home Office - - - - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM and 4:00 - 6:00 PM 
Wednesdays: Virtual Home Office - 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM and 2:00 - 4:00 PM 
Thursdays: Virtual Home Office - - - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Fridays:  Virtual Home Office - - - - - 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82249461944?pwd=dTRHSnpGL3FCWWVIK0dDNytwNlJ1dz09
mailto:cliff.rockstead@nscc.edu
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5208971988


 

Textbook and Other Materials 
Textbook: Preparing Effectve Business Plans: An Entrepreneurial Approach, (Second Edition), 
Author: Bruce R. Barringer. Ph.D. 
 
NSCC Bookstore has copies of this textbook on the shelf available for purchase or rental.  You 
may order this book online and the Bookstore will mail it to you. 
 

Course Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
1. Prepare a business and products/services statement to define their business. 
2. Describe essential entrepreneurial characteristics, behaviors, and personal criteria  
important to business success. 
3. Evaluate their business concept against the “ideal” model business characteristics. 
4. Identify, discuss, and explain the legal requirements for starting and growing a business. 
5. Develop management, marketing, financial, and business plans for a business. 
6. Identify outside sources of small business assistance, expertise, and financial resources. 
 

Course Competencies 

The following are detailed course competencies intended to support the course outcomes: 
After completing the course, students should be able to: 
1. Explain and justify the proposed business and its products/services. 
2. Describe essential entrepreneurial characteristics and behaviors. 
3. Identify skills and expertise necessary for business success. 
4. Assess personal strengths and weaknesses. 
5. Complete an evaluation of a business concept against personal criteria. 
6. Evaluate the compatibility of personal goals and the business concept. 
7. Identify personal preferences, interests, and talents. 
8. Identify personal and career goals and evaluate the compatibility of personal and career goals. 
9. Evaluate business concepts against the ideal business. 
10. Identify and discuss outside resources for business assistance and expertise. 
11. Develop a management plan for a business 
12. Explain and discuss the legal requirements for a business 
13. Develop a marketing plan for a business. 
14. Develop a product and/or service plan for a business. 
15. Develop a financial plan for a business. 
16. Prepare and present a business plan. 
 

Topics to Be Covered 

1. Concept Statement  
2. Reasons for Writing a Business Plan. 
3. Developing and Screening Business Ideas 



4. Feasibility Analysis  
5. Executive Summary and Description of the Business 
6. Industry Analysis. 
7. Market Analysis. 
8. Marketing Plan. 
9. Management Team and Company Structure. 
10. Operations Plan and Development Plan. 
11. Financial Projections. 
12. Presenting the Business Plan 
 

Course Assessments for this course: 

The following performance assessments will be used to demonstrate students’ understanding, 
knowledge and skills: 
• Research the assigned topics 
• Attend and participate in the course assignments 
• Complete the assigned Review Questions for each chapter 
• Complete the assigned Application Questions for each chapter 
• Complete the Case Studies  

• Complete the Discussion assignments 
• Complete a Zoom virtual presentation of your business plan 
• Submit a final business plan 
 

Grading Policy for this course 

 

Assessment Points 

Introduction: in Discussions     50  

Application Questions 10 @ 10 each   100 
Review Questions Assignment 10 @ 10 each   100 

Discussions Postings 10 @10 each   100 

Case Studies 5 @ 40 points each   200 
Presentation     50 

Final Business Plan   300 
Total Possible Points   900 

 

Grading Scale for this course 

A = 90% = 900 - 1000 points 
B = 80% = 800 - 899 points 
C = 70% = 700 - 799 points 
D = 60% = 600 – 699 points 
F = <60% = 0 - 599 points 
 



Make-up procedures for missed assignments and work for this course: 

All work in this class is to be submitted on time and according to due dates. All homework 
assignment due dates are in your Course Schedule. Any assignment turned in after published 
due dates may automatically be assigned a grade of “0” and no points will be awarded. No work 
will be accepted after published end dates. 

Planning Notes 
• Please allow for a maximum 48 hours for a response to your emailed questions, although  
it will not always take that long. Saturdays are excluded.  
• Please keep track of your grades and contact me right away if you have any questions,  
problems, or concerns. 
 

Attendance Policy 
The College is not an attendance taking institution as defined by 34 CFR 668.22(b)(1) in the Code of 
Federal Regulations; however, students are expected to attend all scheduled classes and laboratories. 

• Absences in a course may affect a student’s final grade. 
• Tardiness may also affect a student’s final grade. 
• Students are responsible for all work/tests that occur during any missed class session(s) 

regardless of reason(s) for absence. 
• Students who are sick or not well enough to attend class must notify the instructor as soon as 

possible before the scheduled class time, unless incapacitated or unable to do so. In that case, 
students must contact the instructor as soon as reasonably possible. 

• If a student has an unavoidable conflict with a scheduled class session, students must notify the 
instructor, preferably before the class session, or as soon as possible. 

  
For purposes of financial aid continued attendance is determined via engagement in the course. This can 
be accomplished in several ways including, but not limited to, continued attendance and/or 
participation in on-ground class sessions, participating in D2L as prompted (e.g., responding to an 
instructor’s email, posting to a discussion board), and/or completing and submitting assignments.) 
  
To the extent that attendance is kept in this class it is not for the purpose of the College but is instead 
associated with the instructor’s individual grading rubric. 
  

Attendance Policy for this Course 

Because this course will be conducted in the virtual classroom, students are expected to attend and 
participate in our Zoom class sessions, work, and discussions.  Missed classes may cause a loss of 
attendance and participation points.  If you have to miss a class and you know in advance please contact 
me to make arrangements for completing the assignments or other activities that the class will 
complete.  If you cannot communicate prior to the missed class, please contact me as soon as possible 
to determine how you will make-up the work.   

Lack of attendance and completion of the course requirements may result in a final course grade of “FA” 
or “FN” (see explanation below) depending on the individual student's situation. 

FA = failure, attendance-related (unofficial withdrawal) last recorded date of attendance isrequired. 
FN = failure, never attended class (unofficial withdrawal) 



FA 
According to NSCC policy, an FA is awarded to students who do not officially withdraw from a course 
and do not attend after the cut-off date provided in the academic calendar.  The cut-off date for Spring 
Semester 2021 is March 26, 2021.  This is the date that indicates it is the “Last Day to Earn F for 
Attendance (FA).”  Students who stop attending on or before this date receive an FA; students who stop 
attending after this date receive an F. 
  
For traditional online courses, attendance is defined by submission of assignments. Students who fail a 

course and whose last assignment is submitted on or before the FA date will earn an FA for the course. 

Students who fail a course and whose last assignment is submitted after the FA date will earn an F for 

the course. An FN is assigned to students who do not submit any assignments. 

FN 
An FN is awarded to students who never attended class. 
  

Course Communication - NS Online and myNSCC email 

NS Online is the course management software program we will use this semester, and it has an internal 
email function. The instructor and class members should primarily utilize NS Online Email when 
communicating with one another in this course. Make sure you check your NS Online Email everyday. As 
an alternative, you can set NS Online Email to forward your incoming messages to your regular Internet 
email account. This could make it more convenient for you to know when you have received course 
email. To do this, first go to your My Home page. Click on “Preferences,” and enter your email account 
information under “Forwarding Options” on the Email tab. 

If you need to communicate immediately, call (615) 403-0581 or email cliff.rockstead@nscc.edu 

D2L/NS Online and myNSCC 

It is the student’s responsibility to check NS Online (D2L) and myNSCC email on a regular basis.  These 
are the official communication channels between the college and students. Students are responsible for 
the information communicated through those channels.  NS Online (D2L) contains specific course 
information and myNSCC contains information important for other purposes. 

  

Response Standard for Email and Assignments 

Email messages sent to your instructor Monday through noon on Friday will be answered 
within 24 hours. Messages sent at other times will be answered within 48 hours. 

Assignments and tests will be graded within one week of the due date. 

 

Technology Statement 

• All classes at the College are web enhanced. 

• It will be essential for students to have access to a computer and an internet connection 

to complete assignments, engage in online discussions, and access various course 

materials through D2L/NS Online course shells. 

mailto:cliff.rockstead@nscc.edu


• Students may also be required to use free video conferencing platforms (ex: Zoom, 

Teams) for classes and meetings. 

• Students will be responsible for appropriate dress while on video, to ensure a 

distraction free environment (mute sound as needed) and to ensure their background is 

neutral for others to view. 

• If you have questions or concerns regarding access to a computer or internet resources, 

please contact your instructor. Additional information available: 

https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/student-online-resources/access-to-internet-

and-technology. 

• Certain publisher materials may not work on cellphones. 

  

Computer Labs 

Computers are available for student use at each campus during campus open hours. Open 

computer lab availability for Spring 2021 may vary from campus to campus.  

Students should check NSCC website for current hours of operation. 

D2L/NS Online and myNSCC 

It is students’ responsibility to check D2L/NS Online course shells for all enrolled courses and 
myNSCC, including student email, on a regular basis. These are the official communication 
channels between the college and students, who are responsible for the information 
communicated through those channels.  D2L/NS Online contains specific course information 
and myNSCC contains information important for other purposes. 
  

ADA Compliance Statement 

Nashville State complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). If you require 

accommodations for any courses in which you are enrolled, contact the Access Center at 

615.353.3741 or 615.353.3721, or e-mail accesscenter@nscc.edu. If you are registered with the 

Access Center and require an alternate format for the textbook and other course materials, 

please contact the Access Center. 

Classroom Misconduct 

Nashville State Community College has a zero-tolerance policy for disruptive conduct in the 

classroom. Students whose behavior disrupts the classroom will be subject to disciplinary 

measures. Please review the Nashville State Student Code of Conduct policy. Please be aware 

that children are not allowed in class or to be left unattended on campus. 

Academic Misconduct 

Any form of academic dishonesty, cheating, plagiarizing, or other academic misconduct is 
prohibited. Students are responsible for understanding and abiding by the Academic 
Misconduct Policy in the Nashville State Student Code of Conduct. In addition to other possible 
disciplinary measures that may be applied through regular college procedures as a result of 

https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/student-online-resources/access-to-internet-and-technology
https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/student-online-resources/access-to-internet-and-technology
mailto:%3Caccesscenter@nscc.edu%3E
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nscc.edu/PDFs/dean-students/Student_Code_of_Conduct_Policy.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nscc.edu/PDFs/dean-students/Student_Code_of_Conduct_Policy.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nscc.edu/PDFs/dean-students/Student_Code_of_Conduct_Policy.pdf


academic dishonesty, the instructor has the authority to assign an “F” or a “zero” for the 
exercise, paper, or examination, or to assign an “F” for the course. Students may appeal 
through the appropriate college grade appeal procedures. 
  

Academic Early Alert System 

Nashville State Community College uses an Early Alert System to let students know of a faculty 
member’s concern in one or more of these academic areas: lack of attendance, lack of 
classroom participation, late or missing assignments, and/or poor performance on 
assignments/tests. *Please note that Early Alerts do not affect a student’s academic standing. If 
you receive an Early Alert email, please see your instructor and your academic advisor as soon 
as possible. 
  

RAVE Emergency Alert System 

Emergency events can happen at any time, and Nashville State Community College wants to 
notify students if and when they occur. For this reason, all students have been enrolled in the 
free RAVE alert system. If you have not already done so, please log in at 
https://www.getrave.com/login/nscc to confirm and update your contact information and 
notification preferences. It is critical that your information be correct so that you will receive 
any emergency notifications. Your RAVE Username is your NSCC email address. If you've never 
received an email from RAVE with your password, or if you need to reset your password, select 
“Forgot your password?” and a new password will be emailed to you. Should the RAVE system 
indicate “user not found”, select Register and create your own RAVE account. 
 

Student Wellness  

• The general well-being of students is an important component of their academic 
success.  With this in mind, Nashville State Community College has several resources 
available to provide support when needed: 

o Tutoring options and appointments: https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/on-
campus-resources/learning-center-and-tutoring   

o Academic and student resources for school:https://www.nscc.edu/current-
students/student-online-resources  

o Support services: https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/on-campus-
resources/student-support-services 
 

Equity Statement 

Nashville State Community College has a relentless commitment to the transformation of our 

institution through the intentional design of college experiences that expect and promote 

excellence from students, faculty, staff and administration. We consider equity to be an 

obligation of higher education. We strive to ensure that each student receives what that 

student needs to be successful, with goals of success beyond the classroom. We do this through 

an evidence-based and collaborative effort, understanding that our student population has 

diverse needs that must be addressed. We recognize that this effort may not always be 

https://www.getrave.com/login/nscc
https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/on-campus-resources/learning-center-and-tutoring
https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/on-campus-resources/learning-center-and-tutoring
https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/student-online-resources
https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/student-online-resources
https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/on-campus-resources/student-support-services
https://www.nscc.edu/current-students/on-campus-resources/student-support-services


comfortable and that partnering with students is the driving force to overcome barriers to 

success. 

Inclement Weather & Campus Closings 

Nashville State will use the RAVE alert system to send a text message to students, staff, and 
faculty about adjusted hours of operation and/or closings at individual campuses. All students 
should check the Nashville State web site home page at www.nscc.edu for announcements on 
campus closures, which may vary from campus to campus. Campus closures will also be 
announced on local television stations.  Students should use their own best judgment in 
determining whether to report to campus during inclement weather when classes are not 
cancelled.  
  
Even when campuses are closed, students are still responsible for completing all assigned work. 

When classes are cancelled, faculty will post online assignments and any additional instructions 

in the D2L/NS Online course shell.  Check D2L/NS Online for a message from your instructor 

regarding your online assignment requirements.  Faculty have discretion over adjusting 

deadlines or due date for assignments, but students are responsible for completing all assigned 

work by the due date established by the instructor. 

Class Cancellation Policy 

If the class is cancelled, the instructor will notify all students by posting in the D2L/NS Online 
course, e-mailing through D2L/NS Online, and/or by posting a sign on the classroom door. In 
the event of class cancellation, students must access D2L/NS Online to complete classwork and 
the assignment that will be posted in the course D2L site. 
  

Course Policy Changes 

Your instructor reserves the right to modify course policies during the semester. However, once 

the semester has begun, the instructor's intent will be to change policies primarily to benefit 

students as circumstances dictate. 
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