
NASHVILLE STATE TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
JANUARY 2008 IN-SERVICE SCHEDULE

Monday, January 7, 2007

A Critical Thinking Academy will be offered during the week of January 7 – 11.  The Critical Thinking Academy will include a series of panels and presentations offered at various times during the week.   These are indicated in blue on this schedule.   Participation in the Academy is voluntary, but those piloting Critical Thinking activities during spring semester 2008 are especially encouraged to participate.  You are invited to attend some or all sessions offered as part of the Critical Thinking Academy.
Topics include:
· Ask the Right Question: How the Socratic Method Helps Students Think Better

· Thinking in the Real World: Problem-Based Case Learning Techniques That Help Your Students Learn

· Piloting Our Way to Better Thinking: QEP Phase 1—The Pilot Courses
· 5 Quick Tips to Enhance Your Students’ Thinking
· Critical Thinking Online: Easy Strategies to Enhance Students’ Thinking Skills in Online Courses
· The Critical Thinking Rubric: What a Cool Tool—Now What Do We Do With It?
· Information Literacy and Critical Thinking
In fall 2005, as part of our preparation for launching the Critical Thinking Initiative, all full-time faculty members took the California Critical Thinking Skills Test (CCTST).  However, faculty hired since that time still need to take the test, which is required of all Nashville State degree graduates.  Faculty members take this test so that they will be well-informed about the content and format of the test their students take.  Faculty tests will not be scored.  All full-time faculty hired since fall 2006 will take the CCTST during this inservice period.  You can complete the paper-pencil test in the Testing Center any time between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. between January 2 and January 11.  Allow 45 minutes – 1 hour for this activity.   A short quiz designed to help students prepare for the CCTST is available at http://www.nscc.edu/testing/ctreview.htm.  A list of individuals who need to take the CCTST is attached to this schedule.
MONDAY, JANUARY 7
LAST DAY OF REGULAR REGISTRATION
(5) 9:00 – 10:00
5 Quick Tips to Enhance Your Students’ Thinking
W-94
Official QEP Maniac Michelle Adkerson offers five easy teaching strategies that help us better help our students to think critically. Come grab some practical advice—and share your own! 
10:00-12:00
Activities in the Divisions

Information about these divisional activities during the week will be distributed by the Deans.

(7) 1:00 – 2:00
Security Issues and Questions



W-103
Nashville State Security Department personnel will make a presentation about safety issues on the campus and in the neighborhood.  He will discuss recent issues/concerns and and how we work with Metro Police.  There will be time for discussion. 
(8) 1:00 – 2:00
Helping Students make a Successful Transfer to MTSU
 W-105
Ms. Michelle Blackwell, Transfer Center Director at MTSU will be here to talk to faculty about transfer opportunities to MTSU.  She will answer your questions and try to help us overcome any barriers our students are experiencing in the transfer process.   
(9) 1:00 – 2:00
The Critical Thinking Rubric: What a Cool Tool—Now What Do We Do With It?






W-94
That’s the question on the tip of your tongue, right? Come join this panel discussion, featuring members of the team that developed the rubric, as we talk about ways to implement the rubric in courses. Can we change the language? Can we use just part of it? What level should our students reach in our particular course? We have answers for all these questions and more. Let’s talk!

(10) 2:00 – 3:00
Critical Thinking Online: Easy Strategies to Enhance Students’ Thinking Skills in Online Courses



W-94
How can we formulate discussions online so that students’ responses demonstrate better thinking? How might test questions reveal the thinking process? How do our responses to students’ questions help students think better? This panel discussion, featuring fascinating members from NST Online, will examine what we are already doing and propose easy-to-implement ideas to help us ensure that our online students demonstrate sound thinking.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8
FIRST DAY OF LATE REGISTRATION

Cookeville and Humphreys Count faculty members will be on the main campus today.
9:00-10:00
Meeting for All Faculty 





C-209

News about the college and instructions about registration
10:00 - 12:00
Activities in the Divisions  
Information about these divisional meetings during the week will be distributed by the deans.  Activities especially useful for off-campus faculty members will receive emphasis
(13) 1:00 – 2:00
Ask the Right Question: How the Socratic Method Helps Students Think Better






W-94
How might the question—and how we ask it—be the key to better thinking? Revered and beloved philosophy professor Janusz Polanowski demonstrates how we can go Greek in order to help guide our students through their own thinking.

(13A) 1:00 – 4:00
Managing Your D2L Online Course


C-256
This hands-on session is designed for those who are new to D2L or those who want a refresher.  It includes managing news, assignments, discussions, groups, and quizzes as well as releasing grades to students.  This session does not address how to develop materials for an online course.  Space is limited to 15.  Leader is Linda Lyle.

(14) 2:00 – 3:30
Web 2.0 and Social Networking



C-200

This 90 minute workshop is intended to serve as an introduction to the Web 2.0 and an entire class of applications which are broadly known as social networking.  Topics covered include explanations of what the Web 2.0 and social networking are and why an understanding of social networking is considered an essential aspect of information literacy by today’s employers.  We will also look at several classes of tools included in Web 2.0 and social networking.  Tools covered include wikis, del.icio.us, library thing, you tube, Google, blogs, Podcasting, RSS feeds, and second life.  Jim Formosa will lead.

(15)  2:30 – 3:00
Promotion Application Workshop



W-103

Ellen Weed will lead this workshop.  It is open to all, but scheduled especially for interested faculty members from the Cookeville and Humphreys County Centers.  We will review the policy and process of applying, look at examples of applications, and allow ample time for discussion.

(16) 2:00 – 3:00
5 Quick Tips to Enhance Your Students’ Thinking
W-94
Official QEP Maniac Michelle Adkerson offers five easy teaching strategies that help us better help our students to think critically. Come grab some practical advice—and share your own!

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9
(4) 10:00-4:00
Developing a Global Information Systems (GIS) Program
TBA
Dr. Vince DiNoto will be on campus to discuss the possibility of developing and offering GIS courses and programs.  Dr. DiNoto is associated with an NSF Regional Center located in Louisville, Kentucky.  Copies of the software needed for this program will be available during the presentation.  Dr. DiNoto will discuss what is needed to start such a program with faculty in the affected areas and Workforce Training Center personnel.  All faculty members are invited.  If you can attend only part of this session, please send your name and time availability to ellen.weed@nscc.edu.
(17) 9:00 – 10:00
TBR General Education Assessment 


K-204

This inservice will particularly interest English, Speech, and Math instructors, though all faculty members are welcome.  The TBR system is initiating system-wide assessment of the General Education core and campuses must submit plans for direct assessment of written and oral communication, math, and critical thinking skills in spring 2008.  Other disciplines will be added during 2008-2009.  The inservice will discuss the requirements and Nashville State’s plan for assessment.  Alice Church, Susan Jones, and Neelyann Sheucraft will lead.  

(18) 9:00 – 10:00
Turnitin






K-163
This session will show faculty how to use Turnitin.  It is designed especially for faculty who are NOT English teachers.  This inservice will be a webinar conducted by Tunritin.com.  Aggie Mendoza of our English faculty will lead.

10:00 - 12:00
Activities in the Divisions

Information about these divisional activities during the week will be distributed by the Deans.
11:00 - 1:00
Annual Bean Bash in the Library
The Library staff’s annual bean bash is an honored Nashville State tradition.  Its roots go even deeper than those of our football team.  More information about opportunities to participate will be made available by the Library staff.
(20) 1:00 – 2:00
Thinking in the Real World:  Problem-Based Case Learning Techniques That Help Your Students Learn

W-94
How can the techniques of case studies result in better thinking? This panel discussion examines ways we faculty have used problem-based case learning to enhance students’ thinking skills. Come talk about ways that you have used or could use PBCL techniques to put the onus on the students to learn more actively and therefore think more clearly.

(21) 1:00 – 2:30 
Using IDEA Results to Improve Teaching Effectiveness W-103
Karen Kendrick, faculty member in Office Administration, will lead this inservice designed to help faculty analyze and interpret the diagnostic report received from student evaluations on IDEA.  Using the results to improve student success – and therefore faculty success – is the goal of the session.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 10
(23) 9:00 – 10:00
Recruitment and Retention in A.A.S. Degree Programs

W-94
Falling career program enrollments and poor program graduation rates will receive increased focus this year.  These are both areas of strategic concern and importance for the college, and especially for career program faculty members.  Two programs – Education and Automotive technology – have very proactive initiatives o address these problems. Automotive is focusing on recruitment, while Education is emphasizing retention.  Bud Houston, Sandy Williamson, and other faculty members from these programs will present their own activities and allow time for discussion of other effective ideas.

(24) 9:00 – 10:00
Metacognition in the Classroom



W-105
High intellectual performance can be achieved by every student when the right conditions are ensured.  This highly interactive workshop will show how students can be motivated to engage in challenging content through the use of effective learning strategies.  Teachers can succeed in reversing underachievement when they deeply understand the links among culture, language, and cognition.  Aggie Mendoza is leading this inservice.
10:00 - 12:00
Activities in the Divisions

Information about these divisional activities during the week will be distributed by the Deans.
(25) 1:00 – 2:00
NSTOnline Planning





W-103
The NSTOnline committee worked through the fall semester to develop an Oversight Plan for the development and evaluation of online courses.  Like RODP, Nashville State will use the Quality Matters Rubric to review courses being offered online.  This tool lines up nicely with the revisions being made to syllabi across the campus and with the inclusion of competencies and learning objectives in D2L.  At this inservice Judy Kane will present and discuss the important work of NSTOnline and provide an overview of the new course review process.

(26) 1:00 – 2:00
Piloting Our Way to Better Thinking: QEP Phase 1—The Pilot Courses






W-94
What are we doing in this spring’s pilot courses to explicitly help students better analyze, evaluate, infer, or deduce? Enjoy a panel discussion featuring the QEP Division Coordinators and division developers and instructors who are piloting the first phase of formal classroom implementation. 

(21A) 5:00 – 8:00
Managing Your D2L Online Course

This hands-on session is designed for those who are new to D2L or those who want a refresher.  It includes managing news, assignments, discussions, groups, and quizzes as well as releasing grades to students.  This session does not address how to develop materials for an online course.  Space is limited to 15.  Leader is Linda Lyle.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11
(28) 9:00 – 10:00
Ask the Right Question: How the Socratic Method Helps Students Think Better






W-94
How might the question—and how we ask it—be the key to better thinking? Revered and beloved philosophy professor Janusz Polanowski demonstrates how we can go Greek in order to help guide our students through their own thinking.

(29) 9:00 – 10:00
Building Effective Program Advisory Committees
W-103
All career/technical programs have advisory committees, but some provide more substantive support to the college than others.  This inservice is designed for career/technical program coordinators and all interested faculty.  There will be some materials about building strong advisory committees, suggestions about their involvement in the QEP, and discussion with coordinators who have active committees.  Led by Nancy Ledbetter in Early Childhood Education and Jack Wallace in Architectural Engineering Technology. 

10:00-12:00
Activities in the Divisions

Information about these divisional activities during the week will be distributed by the Deans.

(30) 1:00-2:00

Information Literacy and Critical Thinking

W-94
Information Literacy and critical thinking were made for each other.  Students must analyze and evaluate as they choose the best resources for research projects.  This presentation by CT Guru Faye Jones will provide an overview of information literacy standards and how they can be incorporated into classroom activities.  (Some do not require the writing of a research paper). 
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