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Creating Audio Files with Audacity

This program allows you to create and save audio files in mp3 format. After installation, you simply open the program, turn on your microphone, and click the start button--talk--then save the file in mp3 format. It will play on most audio players including Real One Player, Windows Media Player, or QuickTime.
Download and Install Audacity and Lame MP3
Go to http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/ to download Audacity for your computer type. This handout has screenshots for a PC. Click on Audacity for Windows. There are also versions for the Mac and Linux. To be able to save in mp3 format, download the Lame mp3 encoder. You should see the following screen. NOTE: a zip program will be required to unzip downloaded files with a zip extension.
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Recommended Downl test Version of Audacity

+ Audacity 2.0.2 instaler (-exe file, 20.4 MB, including help files) for Windows 2000/XP/ dows 7/Windows 8

+ Audacity 20 2 zip file (8.3 MB) for Windows 2000/XP/Vista/Windows 7\Windows 8 - Use this if you want a smaller download
(without help files). or cannot run the installer because of restricted permissions

System Requirements

Optional Downloads.

ins and Libraries

- LADSPA plug-ins 0.4 15 installer ( ex file, 1.5 MB) - Contains over 90 plug-ins

+ Plugdns - Download ts and filtrs.

LAME MP3 encoder - Allows Audacity to export MP3 files.

- EFmpeq import/exportlibrary - Allows Audacity to import and export many additional audio formats such as AC3, AMR(NB), M4A
and WMA, and to import audio from video files.




Click on—audacity 2.0.2 installer—and click on Open. Follow the prompts to download and install.

After you install Audacity, click on LAME MP3 encoder and follow the onscreen instructions.
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Because of software patents, we cannot distribute MP3 encoding software ourselves. Follow these instructions to use the free LAME encoderto export
MP3 files with Audacity.

Windows
1. Gotothe download page
Left-click this link, do not right-click.
2. In"For Audacity on Windows", lefi-click the link Lame v3.99.3 for Windows.exe and save the file anywhere on your computer.
3. Double-click"Lame v3.99.3 for Windows exe" o launch it (you can safely ignore any warnings that the “publisher could not be verified").
4. Followthe Setup instructions to install LAE for Audacity, making sure notto change the offered installation location of “C:\Program FileslLame
for Audacity’ (or "C:Program Files (x85)\Lame for Audacity” on a 64-bit version of Windows).

You should now be able to export MP3s without any further configuration, choosing File > Export... then selecting "MP3 Files”in the File Export Dialog.



 
Create an MP3 Sound File
You are now ready to start Audacity and record. Begin by using the default settings. If you need to reduce the file size, consider the following settings: Click on Edit > Preference > Quality: Choose a lower sample rate, possibly as low as 8000. Select Devices then under Recording Channels, select Mono.
Click the Audacity icon [image: image3.png]o

Audacty



 on the desktop or click on Start > Programs > Audacity.
When the program loads, you will see the following screen. Check to see that your microphone is turned on. Click the Record button and begin talking.
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As you record you will see the audio track diagram.
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Click the Stop button (with a square orange center) to stop recording. Click the Play button with a green triangle to listen to the sound file. You can drag over and delete unwanted portions of the audio. There are also other editing changes that can be made. Choose File > Save Project. The file will have an aup extension. This allows you to edit the file at a later time, if desired. 
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To export as an MP3 file, choose File > Export. Change “Save as type” to MP3.
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Key the file name. Save the file where you will be able to find it later to upload it to D2L.
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Congratulations! You have an MP3 file.
If sound is not working on your computer, here are some things to check:
Is the microphone turned on?

Click on the Sound icon usually displayed on the task bar at the bottom of the screen. Ensure that the speakers have not been muted.
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Click on the “Mixer” link and check to ensure that the correct audio device is selected. In this case, Headset should be selected.
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To check the audio device used for recording, click on Start > Control Panel. Then click on Hardware and Sound.
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Click on “Manage audio devices.”
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Click the Recording tab then ensure that Headset Microphone is selected. If not, select it and click the “Set Default” button. Click OK.
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Click OK.

If these steps don’t resolve the problem, technical assistance may be needed.

Now, go to your D2L course.
· Go to Content.
· Add a module if one does not already exist.

· Add a topic and create a new file or edit an existing file to which you want to add the audio. Click on Add Topic to …..
[image: image15.jpg]Search For:

O% @30

Show Search Options

Content Items Actions
Train201075 Jaf IEArY
O Audioin D2L EHENSOE

0De®3 0




· Click on Create New File.
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· Type a title.

· Click on the Advanced tab of the HTML editor.
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· With the HTML editor open, click the Insert Stuff [image: image18.png]


 icon.
· With My Computer selected, browse for the mp3 file. Change the destination if desired. Click on Upload.
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· Enter a title and provide alternate text to describe the image.
· Click on Insert.
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· The HTML editor displays a yellow box with an icon.

· Click on Save.
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· View the file from the content area as a student.
· From the Content page, click on View Content.
· Click on the link to the audio podcast.
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· You should see a player that allows you to listen to the audio. The student can turn audio on or off as the page is viewed. You can also add multiple players to the same page.


[image: image23.jpg]Train20107S  Audio Podcast

Colapse All Expand &l |2y (B [ | B (& | &
& Audio in D2L

- Audio Podcast






